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the community as a whole has no corporate con-
sciousness. And this is an everlasting reason why
the welfare of citizens cannot rightly be sacrificed
to some supposed benefit of the State : but why,
on the other hand, the State is to be maintained
solely for the benefit of citizens. The corporate
life must here be subservient to the lives of the parts,
instead of the lives of the parts being subservient to the
corporate life" ("The Social Organism," Essays, vol.
L). In other words, Spencer found the metaphor
useful even when it broke down, for it enabled him to
corroborate his doctrine of individualism. If he had
pursued the analogy between the human social group
and the animal social group, such as that of bees or
beavers, the corroboration would not have been so
easy, though Spencer would doubtless have arrived
at the same result.ife is to personality what
